PoloPoFolololololololole
NEWSLETTER "

Salam, G’day...
Making friends all the way

Abu Dhabi

Special Interest Articles:

x  Yemeni Home of the
Queen of Sheba

Individual Highlights:

Community Noticeboard

Forthcoming events
Sponsorship and Benefits
Member Services and lots
mor eéeée.

Inside Aussies Abroad

AN

o1

Message from the editor

I m sur e, Il i ke me, February i s -ahetremedyd
the fires in Victoria where manydt their lives, their homes and livelihogds a n d
over yet floods in Queensland that covered the size of South Australia over a prol
period; and then to top it off, severe rain and floods around Sydney.

Thanks to everyone who attended th
Candlelight Vigiin memory of Australian bushfire
victims held at very short notice at the Hiltonii [
Corniche, on 14th Feuary, with a welcome anc | 5
reading by the Australian Ambassador, |
Jeremy Bruer. Your support and donations w
very welcome, with money being sent on to tf
Australian Red Cro$s help those in need.

e ey _, Members further showed their charitable nature &
¥ ' wgq Lhey competed in theTerry Fox Run for Canct
- 3

O -
7 {

Researclon the Corniche in Abu Dhabi on Friday .
\ ‘ February. = The money collected from the sale
l’:/// s e W the Aussies Abroadghirts were donated directly to

© J‘QV/»“‘ the Terry Fox Run for Cancer Research Committe:

!E.
7]

£\,

On alighter note, there was a great turnotr the

flrst monthly drinks night at the Sheraton Khaladiyavhich we will corhue to host on
the first Thursday of the month. And the monthly dinner At Ibrahimj the famous
Pakistani Restaurant in Elektra Street, which is always a nice surprise to many, we
patronized with members testing my acclaim to the Créme Caramiglgbthe best in
town, along with all the other delights on the night.

March promises to be just as enjoyable witdther than dinner, adhow cruise (See
forthcoming events Then, although nothing particularly planned throudtussies
Abroad there area couple of significant dates for your diark:y G SNY I G A 2 y |
on8thand{ G t I { N@r &llthase of Frishddescent on 17th. | imagine a certain |
bar here in Abu Dhabi will be particularly well patronized on this date.

Al s o, forgebta redister your email with Anna fdkrtsie Aussie(see page 6) to get
your pcto-p ¢ i nformation about what' s —leeep
information about Salsa and Latin dancing! Great for a workout.

Finally, | thought you migHike to read about somewhere you may not particularly wat
to go to just at this moment, but hope
livingin AbuDhabia vi sit to an amazing place..Yu

Sq happy reading and hope to see you so@@heers

Helen Organ
AussiesAbroadNewsletterEditor
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Community Noticeboard

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News

As Australians living in Abu Dhabi, we are very privileged to have the Australian Embassy right on our

doorstep in the Al Muhairy Centre, with the Consulate being in Dubai. The Embassy website should be your
first source of information when planning to come to the United Arab Emirates, on arrival and throughout .
your time here. When you first arrive, you are also strongly encouraged to register your details. Go to iThe Austra
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/ and http://smartraveller.gov.au for further information. in Abu Dhabiencourage

Note: Queensland State Elections on 21 March. Go to http://www.smarttraveller.gov.au/zw- all Australians living or
cgi/view/TravelBulletins/Queensland for further information. travelling overseas to

register with the

AusBG

AusBGis the official business group representing the Australian business community in Abu Dhabi.
Established over two years ago, with the support of the Australian Embassy, AusBG has over 190 members.
For more details about AusBG, email office@ausbgnet or visit the website at www.ausbg.net. visiting

Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade by

Auskick www.orao.dfat.gov.au

Auskick has restarted for 2009, everidy at 10.00am at the helipad on Karamah Stréedffersa fun

family based activity for boys and girls between the ages of 4 anButZhildren between 8 and 12 are also
encouragedCome along with your children and prepare to have some fun fooandr so.Contact Mike at: @
abudhabiauskick@hotmail.cofar further details or if you need a map of the location and/or want your

name added to the mailing list about forthcoming activities.

AFL in Abu Dhabi

The Abu Dhabi Falcons 7 the AFL Club here in Abu Dhabi 7 is looking for players and
sponsors. For more information, contact Mick Uberti at mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com or
mobile: +971 50 9027583 or visit the website at www.abudhabifalcons.com.

Abu Dhabi women’s clubs
New to the UAE or arriving soon and wanting to meet other like-minded women? Contact:

Abu Dhabi Ladies Coffee Mornings

Hilton Corniche every Weds 10.00am-12 noon
President: Kay Bunney

Tel: +971(0)2 644 2177

Website: www.abudhabiladies.ae

Khalifa Ladies Network/Khalifa Living
Tel: +971 50 908 7995
Website: www.khalifaliving.com

fTheAussiesAbroadis

Dubai Polo and Equestrian Club a community based
Join us at the FORESIGHT POLO CUP 200®n Friday, 3 April. Lawns open to set up your picnic from 12 organisation dedicatet
noon. Pre match entertainment froBpmand Match commences 8pm. For a location map go to the to the promotion of

website at www.poloclubdubai.com/

Australian culture in th

Important: This year you will only be admitted if your car displays an entry pags.receive your car UAE. 0
passRSVP to 04364 3703or by return email and let us kow how many people you are bringing. '

Enjoy this relaxed afternoon of polo, picnics, great raffle prizes and a donation bar sponsored by African and
Eastern. Suggested donation on the gate 100 AED per car. Top five tips for the day:

1. Dress to be noticed or in comfortable attire. 4. Bring seating - picnic blankets, deck-chairs
2. Pack suncream and shady umbrella or bean bag, it's your choice.
3. Please leave your dog at home. 5. But remember to bring your children - it's a

great event for the whole family.

Stop press: The Dubai Polo & Equestrian Club After-party will commence on the terrace immediately after
the final presentation. Be prepared to keep partying. More details on our website soon.

All proceeds from the day to Foresight, helping to fight blindness. We look forward to seeing you. Katy
Newitt - Foresight Founder
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Yemen - home of the Queen of Sheba

I was lucky enough recently to be given the opport uniintfrgntdf
a group of newly appointed Director -Generals of the vocational education and training department and deans  of technical
colleges. Presenters from the UAE and other GCC countries had been invited to talk to the group on the developments and
challenges in vocational education and training in their respective countries. It was something | d,
although | was aware of the high security rating that the Australian Embassy had placed on visiting Yemen. There have

been a spate of kidnappings of foreigners over a number of years (although reported to be generous and genial at such
times) and recent attacks on the American Embassy. British Council, who organised everything, had said that there was no
way they would be risking running the workshop in Yemen if they thought that anyone would be in any danger, although they

did get us to sign a risk dec laration, releasing British Council of any responsibility should we get into trouble....

And you know what? |was so glad | went. It was a great adventure, both from a work and cultural perspective.

So where is Yemen? If you think of the Arabian ~ Peninsular in the shape of a boot, Yemen is the heel of the boot. Getting
there from Abu Dhabi should be as easy as jumping on an Emirates flight from Dubai that takes 2 hours 15 minutes into
Yemen. But unfortunately, flights were limited and three of us travelled from Abu Dhabi together with Gulf Air via
Bahrain. A journey that ended up taking the whole day over spectacular soaring mountain views, to eventually arrive at a
very secure Sheraton Hot el i n San aAltlougll the leoteliisrated assbtstars, it gds fal
from that - more 2-3 stars. But the reason we were given for its selection was that unlike a high -rise, the terraced design
of the building made it less vulnerable to attacks! The extra tight security of gaining entry to the grounds of the hotel
and the sight of armed vehicles on many street corners, particularly the American Embassy, also reminded you that you had

to be on your "guard”.  But having an adventurous spirit, | couldn't help but be quite excited (or you may be thinking naive)
about all this.

The experience was a mix of juxtapositions.  The high security was in dramatic contrast to how | found the Yemeni people -
very friendly, accommodating and a delight to deal with. This, in itself, was contraste d by seeing traditionally -dressed
Yemeni menwearing huge daggers (Jambiyas) in a precarious position in a belt worn over white djallabahs, which | later
found were for ceremonious purposes only. And although the two days of presentations and workshops we re hard slog
(with every half -sentence having to be translated from English to Arabic) this was balanced by the wonderful hospitality:

dinner at a |l ocal Yemeni restaurant, another one at the da
"girlie" night with other female workshop participants (both Muslim and non -Muslim) in a local home, and the highlight, a
tour of Ol d Sanada, the 2,500 year old capital. We got

Unesco-protected heritage site), like children in a lolly shop, snapping away with our cameras at the wonderful
architecture, the spices (including frankincense and myrrh), the colourful textiles, ancient oil presses and Ali, the oil perss
camel, and unfortunately, the open and legal selling of the stimulant and highly addictive, gat. The leaves come from the
Cahta edulis scrhub, cultivated in the highlands and taking up three  -quarters of fertile land, once used for growing coffee
(moccha) and other crops. It has become a social and economic problem for the country - not only because of the cost of
purchasing it but the hours whiled away chewing it by users (looking similar to chewing bubble gum) replacing valuable
productive time.

Yemen, home of the Queen of She ba and christened by the Romans, "Arabia Felix" - Blessed Arabia - has a population of
approximately 21 million, based on tribes rather than "nationality”, with Islam (mainly Sunnis) being the state religion. A
lot of the country is covered in mountains , with Sana'a being 2,300 metres above sea level - a great retreat in the summer
months when temperatures rarely rise above 29 degrees centigrade. Yemen has avery colourful history, involving invasions
from foreign powers and internal fighting between tr ibes. Not surprising given its strategic position at the crossroads
between Africa and Asia, and access the Red Sea. However, the Yemeni are proud of the fact that no foreign power has
ever managed to conquer the country completely.  Although the govern ment relies on its oil reserves for 70% of its
revenue, it is a very poor country with 45% of the population living below the poverty line and a 50% illiteracy rate, mainly
females. Yemen currently relies heavily on the International Monetary Fund to bui Id its economy. There are many
publications that will give you in depth information on the history and economy of the country. Worthwhile doing if you

plan on going sometime.

Would | go again? | certainly would and hope to.  There is so much moreto s e e, not only in San
surrounding hillsides, like Wadi Dhahr and its "rock palace"”, Dar al-Hajar , and the ancient village Shibam, dating from 2AD.

For more information about Yemen, check out Lonely Planet - Arabian Peninsular and Yemen Today (an e-based local
magazine) to name just two sources. If you want to stay in a traditional hotel, | suggest Burj Al Salam
(www.burjalsalam.com) which | intend to stay in next time.

éo00o0¢é

Have a trael story to share? Send it to the newsletter editareaisletter@aussiegbroad.comwho will be only too happy

publish it for you.
2 L2
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Forth coming events d dates for your diary

Monthly Dinner — Dhow Cruise

Join fellow members and friend®bova Cruisdeaving from The Club near the boat rerigagr20 March fron
8.0(pm-10.00pm.

Cost: AED 100/persamhich includ&®at tripandcanapés Cash bar availabllake sure you eat beforehand

Numbers atenitedto 30 people s o t o be s tegistewithaCollged dinndr@anssibabraad.cbi
byno later than Saturday, 7 MarBlookings are strictly on affifsstserved, basis.

Further details will be emailed to the lucky "cruisers” once numbers are confirmed.

Monthly Aussie Drinks QQ&

Where: Third Avenue, Hotel Sheraton Khalidiya, corner of Electra and 26th streets
When: Thursday 5 March from 6.30pm onwards (happy hours end at 7.00pm but prices are still good).

Also, pencil in your diary the following dates for the rest of the year: 2 April, 7 May, 4 June, 2 July, 6
August, 3 September, 1 October, 5 November, 3 December.

Contact Anna for further details on aussiedrinks@aussies-abroad.com

&
Monthly Coffee Morning @

This monthés coffee morning i &nThursdayl26 Warch feom n ¢
10.00am to 12 noon. Cost is 10 AED.

Carolyn lives at Villa 14, Al Dhafra Compound, Street 9, Sector 16, Zone 2, Karma, Abu Dhabi
(between 11" and 13 streets and 24" and Airport Road). Telephone: +971 (0) 2 445 4061

fnAussiesAbroad

Please call Louise Jones if you need any further information on 050 4929 462 or would like to host an core values are
Aussies Abroad Coffee Mong. Not only is it a lot of fun, but would be greatly appreciated. We wi Sharing, Caring an

reimburse you of any costs involved.
Cultural

Understandino

Family Activity

Bring a picnic lunch and a rug and enjoy the beautiful, grassy surrounds of the Al Ain Zoo on Saturday,

14 March from midday  before investigating the animals, bird s (even penguins) and aquarium. Ther e &
great bird of prey show at 5.30pm which should be over in time for a timely exit back to Abu Dhabi. Al
Ain Zoo is a great place for a family day out 8 beautifully landscaped and very interesting.

Contact Tania Lawrie on 0501090396 for further information.

Aussies Abroad Website

Have you checked outthef ant asti c job that Tonyo6s Adssiesdroadn ¢
website? Go to www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com? All the information you need to know about Aussies
Abroadand more T even a picture gallery to capture those moments when we come together to celebrate or
commemorate what it means to be Australian.
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Sponsorship and Benefits

ETIHAD

V{ &
J €

x Etihad airways Sl=ill
x Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) , )
x Leightons -

x DBI Designs mla

MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA

x Paspaley Jewellery

< Fosters DE PASPALEY

JLLEIGHTON

\‘\‘h; V4
V. SMATS sSmatearous For all your Australian finance, taxation,
vV A"Ied PiCkade w"'.mi:""‘;'; property and migration requirements.
V Al Tamimi and Company LLIED
V Emirates Link Group & ‘Ha{lmps' \NY e ¢
The Careful Movers -

AussiesAbroadhas secured benefits from the following sponsofsr members.

Discounts are offered to registerediussiesAbroad members.

* DHL (30%) * Agatha Jewellery- Al Wahda Mall (10%)
* Sharanis Spa (10%) * Cyclone Tours (20%)
* GMP (10%) * Reem (10%)

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the AussiesAbroadwebsite:
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com.

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies
Abroad For more information contact the Public Relations Officer, Tony Palladino at pr@aussies-

abroad.com

OF O
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Member s ervices and lots more

Employment opportunities

\ Py
With the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter having a wide membership base, good circulation and even a wider network, this A%/
might just be the place to promote yourself for employment (Aussies Abroad members only) or advertise for vacancies (‘ ‘ = 5
and find that right person. Contact Helen Organ at newsletter@aussies-abroad.com — l‘%
for further details. \/\\
I, \- i

Exchange market

FOR SALE

Thought of buying a boat? Having a boat offers some great down time and quality lifestyle benefits. Often people
buy and share in a boat and divide the running costs which works very we 1.

Bowrider, approx 20ft +
Johnson motor 150 hp
Good condition throughout.

* Fantastic mooring location at the Intercontinental Hotel Mariner
* AED 55,000 (or near offer)

Email Tracy Lindberg on talindberg @hotmail.com if you are interested to arrange a boat inspection.

HOUSE SITTING

Globe-trotting media consultant, Doug Booth, has arrived in Abu Dhabi from Melbourne and is keen to take up an

active role with Aussies Abroad. Doug is a page editor at The National newspaper. His hobbies include all sports,
movies and the theatre (he recently appeared in a Pantomime Cinderella on the mid North Coast of NSW (Dempsey).
Guess which role he had? Yes, you are spot on - one of the three Ugly Sisters. The audience  rated his performance as
the ugliest they had ever seen.

Another reason for this introduction is that Doug would like to develop the prospect of house sitting while he is in the
UAE. For the uninitiated, house sitters look after people' homes when they g 0 away on holiday. They water the
plants, feed the animals and generally keep the home tidy and secure.

If you would like to talk with Doug further about this matter, please phone him on 050 569 5948.

If you are a member of Aussies Abroad and will to place your Exchange Mart advertisement, please
contact Helen Organ, abewsletteg@aussiesabroad.com

Artsie Aussie

Aussies Abroad has introduced an arts register - Artsie Aussie - for members interested in the arts.

And from all accounts, itds g deanserious artamudicyovewar ¢ulture Y

vulture to register. If you like go  ing to concerts, exhibitions, galleries, museums, films and plays,  Artsie - 1
Aussie is for you.

Anna Rogan is coordinating the register, sending details of arts events to those who have signed up.

o0 | tadtweo-way process," she says, "l expect contributions  from members - news of events I'm not
aware of, suggestions and recommendations. The info is then collated and circulated to all on my
mailing!l i st 6. " Ndotsie Aussie lyaing, &e can arrange small-group visits to certain events, so
that members who have nobody to go with need not go solo."

State your area/s of interest and membership number by sending her an email at artsregister@aussies-
abroad.com.
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Inside
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AussiesAbroad
PO Box 53796
Abu Dhabi UAE

President: Mohanned Hourani
Tel: 055 781 5807

Web:
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com

Email: aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
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Making friends
all the way

Advertising opportunities

If your company would like to
advertise with Aussies Abroad,
there are a range of options on offer.
Please contact Public Relations
Officer, Tony Palladino for more
information and details pr@aussies-
abroad.com

Note i about our Newsletter
Please feel free to circulate our
Newsletter to all your friends and
colleagues.

AussieAbroad regrets that it cannot accept liability
for error or omissions contained in this publication,
however caused. The opinions and views contained
in this publication are not necessarily those of
AussiesAbroad or the editor(s) of this Newsletter,
nor does Aussies Abroadnecessarily endorse the
use of any products or services appearing in any
paid advertisements.
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Aussies Abroad Membership

Are you a financial member of Aussies
Abroad? Chances are that if you
havendét received
personally delivered to your email
address, you have a good Aussies
Abroad member for a friend who has
passed it on to you to encourage you to
join.

And why not?

As well as the benefit of receiving your
own copy of the monthly Aussies
Abroadnewsletter delivered to your
PC, you will also be entitled to:

1 generous discounts from supporting
service providers

9 invitations to Aussie social
functions, dinners, drinks and
family activities

T Member ID card (can be used to
receive special discounts)

T Membersdé area a
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com
website

9 Exclusive opportunities to advertise,
view company appointments /
vacancies on offer and contribute to
the exchange section. See details
for these items under Member
Services.

To join up, you can access the
membership form on-line or speak to any
of the committee members.

Membership fees are as follows:
1 Individual fee: Dhs75 per person***
1 Family fee Dhs100 per family ***

Please Note: Membership cards can be
collected at all AussiesAbroad functions.
Just ask for Eddy either at a bar night, a
dinner function or at the coffee mornings,
the cards are always available for
collection at these functions.

If you are a financial member but are not
getting the newsletter please contact
Eddy at treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
with your preferred or updated email
address.

As we are a not-for-profit organisation
any money left in our bank accounts at
the end of the year above our operating
costs will be donated to a selected
charity.

*** Contact Eddy at
treasurer@aussies-abroad.com tO
join or renew your
membership.

Newsletter Contributions

We encourage all our members to contribute articles of general interest and ideas to the

Aussies Abroad Newsle t t er .

After all, 1 tbs vyt

interesting and community spirited when it comes from you.

Just send your story to the editor, Helen Organ, at newsletter@aussies-abroad.com by

21st of each month.

Pleasenote: If you are no longer in the UAE and wish to unsubscribe to the

newsletter, please email us at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com.
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